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than from the irregular rule of the Janissaries.    As
yet they had no desire for complete separation ; they
only desired local self-government while preserving the
external union with Constantinople.    Shrewd enough
to see that the}' could not yet stand alone, the)* sent
a deputation to Russia to ask the aid of a country
\vhich   had   lately  procured  such  solid  advantages
for the Danubian principalities.    The Czar promised
to support the claims of the Serbs at Constantinople,
and the three envoys returned home proud of their
powerful patron.    But the Napoleonic wars engrossed
his attention, and the sole result of his promises was
to excite hopes in Servia, which he could not help to
fulfil.     The  Serbs demanded that the fortresses in
their land should henceforth be garrisoned by native
instead of Turkish troops.    The Sultan refused and
told off the Pasha of Xisch to disarm the rebels.   The
Pasha failed in the attempt, the  Sultan sent three
armies to subdue the Serbs ; war between Servia and
Turkey had fairly begun.    The struggle was severe,
for the SultanV best solders were in the field.    But
under  the leadership of Kara George and his able
colleagues, Milenko. illaden, and Jacob Xenadovic,
the Serbs held their own against the Turkish armies.
The strategical knowledge which man}* of them had
picked up in the Austrian ranks now stood them in
good stead.    The character of the country made it
easy to defend, and thus compensated for their great
numerical inferiority,    On the 4th of August, 1806, a
great victory at Mischar proved decisive for the Ser-
vian cause.    The flower of the Bosnian chivalry fell,
the Seraskier lost mariv of his solders in the waters